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this is happening, SFRTA  
and its contractors monitor the 
projected path of the storm to 
determine the safest place to 
store the trains. Protecting them 
is critical so that the restoration 
of public transportation can 
occur as quickly as possible,  
as transit is vital to the region’s 
economic recovery.

When service level changes 
are required, the SFRTA 
immediately notifies the media, 
which does an excellent job of 

getting information out to  
the public. Messages on 
1-800-TRI-RAIL (874-7245) and 
on the website, www.tri-rail.com,  
are updated to reflect the current 
situation. These are riders’ three 
main sources of information. 

Early preparations and 
establishing a plan of action for 
your family will help alleviate 
last minute panic when the next 
hurricane strikes. SFRTA/Tri-Rail 
has its hurricane plan. Do you?

AHORA ES EL MOMENTO 
DE PREPARARNOS 
CONTRA LOS 
HURACANES, NO PARA 
LA COMPLACENCIA

Admitámoslo. El Sur de la 
Florida simplemente ha 

tenido suerte, ya que el último 
huracán que nos afectó fue 
Wilma en el año 2005, donde se 
tuvo que suspender el servicio de 
Tri-Rail durante 17 días. Los 

meteorólogos pronostican que 
esta temporada será apacible,  
con tan solo 3 huracanes 
significativos. Es esa clase de 
pronósticos la que puede hacer 
que la gente se relaje y tenga una 
falsa sensación de seguridad y 
complacencia, especialmente 
después de pasar un período 
relativamente largo sin un 
huracán. Pero recuerden que solo 
se necesita una sola tormenta para 
que haga estragos en la región. 
Ninguno de los que vivíamos 
aquí en 1992 se olvidará jamás 
del huracán Andrés y el sendero 
de destrucción que dejó a su paso.

Esta es la época del año en la 

Let’s face it, South Florida 
has just been lucky since 

Hurricane Wilma hit in 2005 
and shut down Tri-Rail service 
for 17 days. Meteorologists are 
predicting that this season will 
be a light one, with just 3 major 
hurricanes. It’s just those kinds 
of predictions, especially after 
going through a relatively long 
period without a hurricane, that 
can lull people into a false sense 
of security and complacency. 
But remember, it only takes 
one storm to wreak havoc on 
the region. None of us who 
lived here in 1992 will ever 
forget Hurricane Andrew and 
the path of destruction left in 
its wake.

This is the time of year  
when the SFRTA reviews its 
hurricane procedures for our 
passengers, all the while hoping 
it won’t be necessary to 
implement our hurricane plan. 
When a hurricane threatens our 
service area, our primary goal  
is to ensure the safety of our 
passengers. If we take our riders 
to a destination, we want to 
know we can take them back.

When sustained winds in 
excess of 35 mph are predicted, 
CSX Transportation must begin 
the process of securing the 
crossing gates, resulting in the 
suspension of service. While  

Now is the Time For Preparation, Not Complacency

South Floridians are familiar with the attractions that bring millions of tourists to our region  
every year, but how many know the history of how our coastal region came to be? In honor of 

Tri-Rail’s historic 25th anniversary, we recommend taking the time to visit any of these websites 
during the summer to learn more about South Florida’s rich history. Each website has more 
detailed information on the development of the cities and towns of the region, as well as events, 
tours, visitor centers and more.

WAY TO GO
Discover South Florida’s 
History

Fort Lauderdale Historical Society HistoryMiami

“THIS IS THE TIME OF YEAR WHEN THE SFRTA REVIEWS 
ITS HURRICANE PROCEDURES FOR OUR PASSENGERS,  
ALL THE WHILE HOPING IT WON’T BE NECESSARY  
TO IMPLEMENT OUR HURRICANE PLAN.”

>>>

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF PALM BEACH COUNTY – Information for visiting the 
Johnson History Museum in Downtown West Palm Beach. www.historicalsocietypbc.org

LAKE WORTH HISTORICAL MUSEUM – View artifacts, books and photographs that 
record the development of the City of Lake Worth. www.lakeworth.org/visitors/museums

BOYNTON BEACH HISTORICAL SOCIETY – Explore hundreds of photos of Boynton 
Beach’s pioneers and access the online newsletter. www.boyntonhistory.org

DELRAY BEACH HISTORICAL SOCIETY – Download archived newspapers and learn 
more at historic visiting centers. www.delraybeachhistory.org

BOCA RATON HISTORICAL SOCIETY & MUSEUM – Located at Town Hall in the 
heart of Boca Raton with Boca Express Train Museum less than a mile away. www.bocahistory.org 

THE DEERFIELD BEACH HISTORICAL SOCIETY – Visit four local sites listed on  
the National Register of Historic Places. www.deerfield-history.org

POMPANO BEACH HISTORICAL SOCIETY – Learn more about the second oldest city  
in Broward County, fifth oldest in all of South Florida. www.pompanohistory.com/phc

FORT LAUDERDALE HISTORICAL SOCIETY – Enjoy public lectures, workshops, tours, 
a research center, museum, exhibitions and public structures. www.fortlauderdalehistorycenter.org

HOLLYWOOD HISTORICAL SOCIETY – Tour Hammerstein House and over 20,000 
items in its collection. www.hollywoodhistoricalsociety.org

HISTORYMIAMI – Preserving and celebrating Miami’s history through exhibitions, city tours, 
education, research, collections and publications. www.historymiami.org

Call 1-800-TRI-RAIL (874-7245) for trip-planning assistance. Let Tri-Rail take you there!
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que la SFRTA analiza los 
procedimientos contra huracanes 
para nuestros pasajeros, a la vez 
que esperamos que no sea 
necesario implementar nuestro 
plan contra huracanes. Cuando 
un huracán amenace nuestra  
área de servicio, nuestro objetivo 
principal es garantizar la 
seguridad de nuestros pasajeros. 

Cuando se pronostiquen 
vientos sostenidos que superen 
las 35 mph, la empresa CSX 
Transportation debe comenzar  
el proceso de protección de los 
pasos a nivel, dando como 
resultado la suspensión del 
servicio. Mientras ocurre esto,  
la SFRTA y sus contratistas 
controlan la ruta proyectada de la 
tormenta para determinar el lugar 
más seguro en el que almacenar  
los trenes. La protección de las 
formaciones es fundamental 
para que la restauración del 

transporte público pueda realizarse 
lo más rápidamente posible, ya 
que el tráfico de los mismos es 
vital para la recuperación 
económica de la región.

Cuando se requieran cambios 
en los niveles de servicio, la 
SFRTA notificará de inmediato 
a los medios de comunicación, 
que hacen un excelente trabajo 
en la divulgación de la 
información al público. Los 
mensajes en el número 
1-800-TRI-RAIL (874-7245) y 
en nuestro sitio web, www.tri-
rail.com, se actualizan para 
reflejar la situación actual. Estas 
son las tres fuentes principales 
de información para los pasajeros. 

Los preparativos y el 
establecimiento de un plan de 
acción para su familia ayudarán  
a aliviar el pánico que surge a 
último momento cuando azote el 
próximo huracán. La SFRTA/

Tri-Rail tiene un plan contra 
huracanes. ¿Y usted?

KOULYE AN SE BON 
MOMAN AN POU FÈ 
PREPARASYON POU 
SIKLÒN, PA POU FÈ PARÈS

AAnn di laverite: se lachans 
ki te avèk Sid Eta Florid 

depi Siklòn Wilma te fwape nan 
lane 2005 epi li te sispann sèvis 
Tri-Rail pandan 17 jou. Ekspè 
lameteyo ap predi sezon sa a 
p ap gen anpil mouvman non 
plis, poutèt yo anonse sèlman 3 
gwo siklòn. Pwoblèm la se ke 
prediksyon sa yo, espesyalman 
aprè yon peryòd relativman long 
kote pa t gen siklòn kapab bay 
moun lenpresyon yo ansekirite epi 
sa fè yo vin parese. Men sonje, 
yon sèl tanpèt gendwa simaye 
destriksyon nan tout rejyon an. 
Pèsòn pami nou kit e rete isit 
pandan lane 1992 p ap janm bliye 
Siklòn Andrew ansanm ak tout 
domaj li te koze sou pasaj li.

Moman nan lane an rive lè 
SFRTA revwa pwosedi lè gen 
siklòn pou pasaje nou yo, anmenm 
tan n ap espere li p ap nesesè pou 
nou aplike plan pou siklòn nou an. 
Lè gen yon siklòn k ap menase 
zòn kote nou bay sèvis, objektif 
prensipal nou an se pou nou asire 
sekirite pasaje nou yo. 

Tri-Rail Crowns Senior Idol Winner

Lè yo prevwa van vyolan 
ki depase 35 mph, se pou 
CSX Transportation kòmanse 
pwosesis pou sekirize pasaj 
anivo yo, kifè yo oblije entewonp 
sèvis la. Pandan sa ap fèt, 
SFRTA ansanm ak kontraktyèl li 
yo ap siveye trajektwa yo prevwa 
tanpèt la pral pran pou chèche 
konnen ki kote ki mwne danjre 
pou estoke tren yo. Li enpòtan 
pou nou pwoteje tren yo pou yo 
kapab remete transpò piblik yo 
rapidman jan sa posib apre tanpèt 
la, poutèt transpò se esansyèl pou 
ekonomi rejyon an kapab refè.

Lè li nesesè pou chanje nivo 
sèvis n ap ofri an, touswit SFRTA 
pral notifye laprès, ki fè yon 
bon travay pou transmit piblik 
la enfòmasyon yo. Yo aktyalize 
mesaj yo sou 1-800-TRI-RAIL 
(874-7245) ak sou wèbsayt  
www.tri-rail.com la pou yo  
reflete sityasyon aktyèl lan. Sous 
sa yo se twa (3) sens enfòmasyon 
prensipal pasaje yo genyen. 

Preparasyon bonè ak 
etablisman yon plan daksyon 
pou fanmi w ap ede kontwole 
panik moun touswit santi anvan 
pwochen siklòn lan fwape. 
SFRTA/Tri-Rail gen plan pou 
siklòn li. E oumenm?

Jack Stephens, SFRTA/Tri-Rail Executive Director; Lou Villano, 2014 Tri-Rail’s 
Senior Idol Winner; Jade Alexander, Tri-Rail’s “Senior Idol” Guest Host;  
Steven L. Abrams, Palm Beach County Commissioner and past SFRTA Board Chair.

Lou Villano of Palm Beach 
Gardens was crowned the 

winner of Tri-Rail’s “Senior Idol” 
with nearly 1,000 fans cheering 
him on during the highly 
anticipated show at Parker 
Playhouse on May 18. Twelve 
finalists took center stage during 
the ninth annual competition, 
sponsored in part by Baptist 
Health South Florida, Boomer 
Times, Festival Flea Market 
Mall, Humana and John Knox 
Village. They all sang their hearts  
out for the chance to win a  
$500 grand prize and a pass  
to ride Tri-Rail for one year.

The competition showcased 
solo singers, 65 years and older 
who are residents of Palm 

25 Reasons to Ride  
Tri-Rail
In celebration of Tri-Rail’s 25th anniversary, the commuter rail 

system launched its “25 Reasons to Ride Tri-Rail” campaign. 
The effort showcased the top reasons for riding the train, ranging 
from saving money to enjoying easy connections and more. As a 
result of the campaign, nearly 550 consumers visited the Tri-Rail 
website and registered for the chance to win one of twenty-five 
$100 Visa gift cards. And the winners are:

SFRTA Requesting  
Public Comments  
for DBE Goals
SFRTA is requesting public comments on its Proposed 2015 – 

2017 Federal Transit Administration’s Disadvantaged Business 
Enterprise (DBE) Program Goal in accordance with 49 CFR,  
Part 26. The proposed overall goal is 9 percent (9%). The goal and 
methodology may be viewed at SFRTA’s Administration Office  
located at 800 NW 33 Street, Pompano Beach, Florida 33064,  
during normal business hours, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Written comments should be sent to the above address to 
the attention of Diane Hernandez Del Calvo or by email at 
hernandezdelcalvod@sfrta.fl.gov. 

The Governing Board of the 
South Florida Regional 

Transportation Authority 
(SFRTA) unanimously 
elected Miami-Dade County 
Commissioner Bruno Barreiro 
chair and Broward County 
businessman, James A. “Jim” 
Cummings vice-chair at the 
SFRTA Governing Board 
Meeting on Friday, June 27, 2014.

Commissioner Barreiro 
was originally elected chair at 
the SFRTA Governing Board 
Meeting in December 2006, then 
in June 2007 and June 2010. 
Commissioner Barreiro served on 
the Tri-County Commuter Rail 
Authority Board of Directors 
from November 2000 to July 
2003 as vice-chair from July 
2001 to July 2002 and chair 
from July 2002 to July 2003. 
He was elected to the Miami-
Dade County Commission, 
representing District 5, in  
June 1998 and was re-elected  
in August 2004. 

Elected to the Florida 
House of Representatives 
in 1992, Commissioner 
Barreiro represented District 
107 until his election to 
the Miami-Dade County 
Commission. While serving 
in the House, Commissioner 
Barreiro chaired the Tourism 
Committee and served on 
the General Government 

Commissioner Bruno Barreiro, Chair Commissioner James A. “Jim”  
Cummings, Vice Chair •  Szilvia Benko,  

Pompano Beach

•  Julie Bovio,  
Pembroke Pines

• Nicholas Bryant, Davie

• Cecilia Caldwell, Miami 

•  Fabienne Cineus,  
Miami Gardens

•  Thomas Doyal,  
Boca Raton

•  Carrie Francis,  
Miami Gardens

•  Martha Gonzalez,  
Miami Lakes

•  Tobie Hayden,  
Ft. Lauderdale

•  Frances Holman,  
Ft. Lauderdale

• Nicole Lewis, Coral Springs 

•  Donald Livernois,  
Deerfield Beach

•  Thomas Loperfido,  
Lake Worth

• Claudia Lugo, Hialeah

• Daniel Maloni, Plantation

• Ramon Menendez, Miami

• Simone Morris, Miami

•  Tiara Morrison,  
Deerfield Beach

•  Anne Packwood,  
West Palm Beach

•  Lesa Philips, Lauderhill

•  Mike Pyles, Wilton Manors

•  Cynthia Ridley,  
Delray Beach

•  Stephen Rodeberg,  
Boynton Beach

•  Louis Soloman, Boca Raton

•  Soffy Tapras, Hollywood

•  Rebecca Zamora,  
Wilton Manors

SFRTA Elects New  
Chair and Vice Chair

Appropriations and Long-Term 
Care committees. 

Commissioner Barreiro 
served as chair of the Miami-
Dade County Board of County 
Commissioners, Miami-
Dade Metropolitan Planning 
Organization and Miami  
River Commission.

Jim Cummings joined the 
Governing Board in 1997, 
served as vice-chair from  
July 2000 to June 2001 and  
as chair from July 2001 to  
June 2002. After graduating 
from the University of Florida 
with a B.S. in Building 
Construction, he spent the 
next 16 years as executive vice 
president and chief operating 
officer of a national construction 
company. He and his partners 
started James A. Cummings, 
Inc. in 1981 with the philosophy 
of building quality projects  
on time, within budget and 
without litigation.

As chair of the SFRTA 
Construction Oversight 
Committee, Cummings 
spearheaded the Segment  
5 Project, for which he was 
honored at the recent 25th 
Anniversary Tri-Rail Luncheon 
along with former FDOT 
District Secretary Rick Chesser, 
and is currently overseeing the 
construction of a new operations 
center for the SFRTA.

Beach, Broward or Miami-Dade 
counties. Villano won over the 
judges with his rendition of Mr. 
Bojangles, securing the title of 
2014 Senior Idol with Lucile 
Graveline of Deerfield Beach 
as first runner-up and Roman 
DeSilvio of Fort Lauderdale in 
third place. Attendees also enjoyed 
performances from the Original 
Florida Follies, The Villagers 
of John Knox Village and 2012 
Senior Idol Winner Sharon Lovett.

The event raised nearly $1,000 
for Broward Meals on Wheels, 
an organization dedicated to 
improving health, reducing 
isolation and promoting 
independent living for seniors  
in our community. 


